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Presentation Overview
• Greenway study 

background and 

recommendations

• Fiscal impact 

analysis methods 

and results

• Next steps
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• Greenway study is a partnership of the TPO and the Great 

Smoky Mountains Regional Greenway Council

MAYNARDVILLE
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• Plan is part of a 

larger vision of 

connecting Knoxville 

to the Smokies via 

greenway trail

Regional vision



Character of corridor varies

Graphics and photos: UTK
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Urban cross-section
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Suburban cross-section



www.knoxblounttrail.org

Rural/steep cross-section
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Rural/steep cross-sections



Rural/steep cross-sections
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Rendering of cantilever section
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Cost estimates

1.4 miles

$665,000

5.6 miles

$2.5 million

6.7 miles

$21.4 million

Total 
cost: 
$24.5 

million
$475,000/mile

$446,000/mile

$3.2 million/mile



$2.66
in economic 

benefits for every 
$1 in construction 

spending
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Findings of fiscal analysis



$2.45M per 
year in 

construction 
spending

$3.6M in 
annual 

output from 
construction
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Elements of fiscal analysis

33 jobs created per 
year

Maintenance spending adds another $87K in annual output and 1 job per year
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Elements of fiscal analysis

TOWNSEND 

BUSINESS PERMITS

TOURISM

OTHER

• Tourism is 

Townsend’s 

dominant 

industry, one 

of Blount 

County’s 

biggest
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Elements of fiscal analysis

$2.8M in 
annual 

output from 
tourism

Greenway 
is expected 
to attract:

109,500 
annual 
users

65,700 
local 
users

43,800 non-
local users

Estimated 
spending: 

$43.22 per day

34 jobs created per year

Final element of fiscal impact: $170K in state and local taxes
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Health & social impacts

• Obesity reduction

• Reducing physical 

inactivity

• Less air pollution

• Greater access to 

recreation

• Improved mental health

A 5% increase the 

number of Blount County 
residents who are 
physically active saves 

$13 million per year 

in health care costs
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Where we stand now

Portion of trail 
outside of 
urbanized area 
will require 
private funding


